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All too often people get stuck in their weekly routines and forget to take time to explore
the beautiful land that surrounds them. For my project | created a web map app that
displays the National and State Parks available for exploring in the state of California.
With over 30 National Parks and 280 State Parks, it would take roughly six years to visit
a new park every week, although many parks are within close proximity to each other
and can be visited in one day. The general idea of this app was to give the user a
simple tool to start planning their next adventure of the great outdoors.

| wanted the app to be inspirational to the user and liked the idea of using the Splash
widget to display one of John Muir's quotes about National Parks. | think it applies to all
parks, whether it's a National Park, State Park or City Park, so long as people
remember to get outside and take a deep breath.

“Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized people are beginning to find out that going to the mountains is going home; that wildness is a ni
mountain parks and reservations are useful not only as fountains of timber and irrigating rivers, but as fountains of life. Awakening from the stupef;
vice of over-industry and the deadly apathy of luxury, they are trying as best they can to mix and enrich their own little on-goings wid;ﬁﬂiose of Natu
rid of rust and disease.” o

~Jobn Muir
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From the adventure seekers to the family trips, my app provides basic information about
where the parks are located in proximity to your location, or starting point, and what
major highways, transportation stations or airports are close by (Near Me widget).
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By using the Select widget, the user can draw a boundary around an area of interest to
determine what parks, transportation stations, airports or highways might be closest to

them.

3 Geog 385 Web GIS X | Y arcgis online - Yahoo Search Rex X Exploring the Nationalond State X | 81 California Parks °
ﬁm
e
2 =
a ]
Mad
& n
4
ﬁ'.‘)“u : m
® i = delete gl
ayer =
Pt
] Park . 6 &
& b
. e dad g_:I
a5
) e o
@
& a
e
.. A
=} Poiter
a4
e &
9
<
T a
b

Page 2 of 7



If spur of the moment adventure is your style, the Measurement widget allows you to
determine the distance between two locations, or parks, to estimate the time it will get
there.
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In addition to the directional and proximity widgets, there is also the Filter widget which
allows the user to filter by the type of National Park or State Park or to display only
certain highways to see what parks might be along a predetermined route. If the user is
planning to fly in or use a train or bus, those locations can also be filtered down.
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To complement the Filter widget, I've included a Group Filter widget that groups the
Public Transportation Depot, Major Airports and California State Highway layers into a
“Transportation” group. A second group called “California Parks” was created out of the
National Park and State Park layers.
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Initially, | was unable to include the State Park layers in any of the filter related widgets.

| had downloaded the layer from the ArcGIS Online database and thought it was a
trusted layer from the California State Parks Department. It displayed like a feature
layer and worked like all of the other layers with the exception of filtering. After
consulting Professor Jennings, we determined there was a restriction set on the layer by
the developer that didn’t allow the filter feature to be used. This was determined by
looking at the layer on the map and noticing the filter icon was not present, as it was for
all of the other layers. A second State Park layer was located and downloaded which
contained the filter icon. After testing it in the app builder with the filter widget, | was
able to have it recognized and deleted the original State Park layer.
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For additional reference information | included the Attribute Table widget and an
Infographic of the National Park types. The Infographic widget doesn’t have much
relevance but | liked the idea of displaying the National Parks in a chart so the user can
see how many Parks there are to explore. | rounded out the Web App with a Print and
Basemap widget and included the links to the National Park Service and California
State Parks website in the App header which | customized to focus on the theme of
exploring California.
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When | started creating this Web App | wasn’t sure what to expect. | didn’t have a clear
idea of what | wanted to include so | started with two map layers, one that | created for
the California National Parks, and the other being the National Park Boundaries. There
wasn’t enough information between these two layers to make the app interesting so |
added the State Park, Airport and Public Transportation layers. The more | worked with
the data, the quicker the purpose behind the app developed, which allowed me to
become more invested in its development.

Overall I think my app was successfully created and | would like to continue to add new
feature layers to it. The feedback | received from friends, family, coworkers and other
students has been overwhelmingly positive, with suggestions for layers that | had never
considered.
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