
Web App: Exploring 
the National and State 
Parks of California
Web GIS, Geog 385

Elaine Carlton



A Little About the App…

• Designed to help with travel planning to California National and State 

Parks 

• Included Layers:

• California National Parks and Boundaries

• California State Parks

• Major Highways

• Major Airports

• Rail Road Stations



Building the App

• Widgets:

• Splash

• Header

• Print

• Filter

• Basemap

• Anchor Bar Widgets

• Directions

• NearMe

• Measurement

• Select

• Attribute Table

• Infographic

• Group Filter



Splash Widget

Intro screen to the App.  

Mine was not intended 

to be instructional, but 

inspirational



A Few Basic Widgets

➢ Website Links

➢ Layer List



Filter Widget

• Filter created for four layers:

• CA National Parks

• Park Type

• Park City

• CA State Highway

• Highway Number

• Major Airports

• Airport City

• Public Transportation Depot’s

• Station Type

• CA State Parks

• Park Name

• Park City



Directions Widget



NearMe Widget

Provides list of layer 

points within 20 miles 

of “NearMe” location



Measurement Widget

Measures distance 

between two points



Select Widget

Draw boundary to 

determine what 

layers lie within it



Attribute Table

• Provides list of details 

for each map layer.

• Helps user with filter 

queries



Infographic Widget

• Graphic display of 

National Park Types.

• Interactive with map 

when selected



Group Filter

Transportation layers 

were grouped 

together and Park 

layers were grouped 

together for searching 

capabilities



Web App Success!

• Created National Park Layer on my own

• Continued to add layers as I developed the App and found a need for 

additional information

• Easy to get caught up in the details of the App features – time consuming 

(color, style, placement) 

• Discovered not all layers are compatible with App features, even if they are 

feature layers from a reliable source

• Value the work of professional web app developers (this was fun, but not 

something I would want to do all of the time!)


