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Coffee Shops Project


Every person in society has to work whether it be to earn a living, pass time, or even work as social means. Many people live near their work or have to commute to their destinations of employment. Those who work long days at their jobs either work early mornings or late nights, and when those people prepare their day they need a boost to wake them up and get them moving. Caffeine is known as one of the most addictive substances around, but to many laborers it is a necessary part of their morning or late night rituals, because it gives those people the much needed energy that helps them throughout the work day. Coffee is needed for many people but those in the area may be unsure of which shop to go to or where to get their coffee and caffeinated beverages while on the way or at their work.


The purpose of this project is to show all if the available coffee locations in the busiest locations in Sacramento, this includes Old Sacramento, Downtown Sacramento, Midtown Sacramento, The Sacramento Zoo, Sacramento City College, Sacramento State University, as well as U.C. Davis Hospital. These are major location in the area with a lot of residential and businesses. Knowing the closest and the preferred coffee shops help those people get the drinks they want as quick as possible, so they can go about their day without worrying about which shop to go to and where it is located.  The map that I have included will show all the available shops within the area. 


There were many steps involved in creating the map, such as gathering information and using certain methods to acquire data and input the values into ArcCatalog, as well as ArcMap in order to create a map that would display all the data acquired. I started by downloading the Sacramento data fro canvas, and from there I took the sacdata.gdb files into ArcCatalog. From the data I utilized streets_cl, citybndy, parks, and hyrdo for the map I created. I also create a new shapefile and datatable within ArcCatalog which I labeled as “Coffee.”
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From there I transferred the new data table into ArcMap so that it cold be prepared for data editing. I selected the edit toolbox and began adding information into my data table, which was the Shop name, the address, city, as well as the zip code. 
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After all of the data and addresses are inputed I then need to geocode the addresses so that the information populates certain portions of the map. To create a new address locator I went back to ArcCatalog, and I created the new locator. Once you have selected to create a new adress locator you need to add certain inputs to make the locator operate correctly. You need to select a locator style, as well as reference the data, after those steps are completed you will need to fill out the field map.
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When you run the address locator all of the addresses will be marked on the map. After I had all of my data points I gave each shop a corresponding color so that they were easily distinguishable, I then added a legend so that you can see which color matched which shop. I ended the map with a title as well as the date the map was created and where all of the source data was acquired.


I had difficulty on how to edit my data table as well as making data points easily distinguishable, but this was resolved during class because the Professor assisted me and showed the process in which to edit data values and points on ArcMap. The only other issue I encountered during this project was when I zoomed out of my map the map completely disappeared and I could not get it back. I resolved this problem by first exporting my data from my data table so that I made sure I did not lose any crucial data as a back up. I then opened a blank ArcMap page, and I transferred all of my layers, and data to that map, and my data was safe and all of the layers displayed onto the new map. 


I learned a lot from this project, it gave me a chance to utilize all of my skills learned within class and apply it for a purpose, which in this case was a project requiring you to gather information and add it to data fields and create a map. I learned new techniques in editing as well as geocoding addresses from an edited data table to a map with useful information for anyone to utilize within their daily lives and within society. 
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