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Mapbooks for California’s Terrorism Threat Assessments
Project Summary
Mapbook products can reduce response and recovery times in the event of terrorist-caused disaster within California. Data, which could contribute to the situational awareness value of such maps, changes often and is voluminous. The 3 data sources to be used here are: 1)“HSIP Freedom” data sets that describe “Critical Infrastructure” (CIKR ) by sector, nationwide. 2) California “Suspicious Incidents” Reports contain data from the FBI’s “eGuardian” program.  3) California Monthly Summary reports of  ‘Encounters with TIDE matches’ describe persons whose names match Terrorist Identities Datamart Environment records.  This data is determined by providers to be FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,  limiting  its use and  reproduction. 

A program, written in Python, is needed to, first, automate the import and unzip of data sources, clip national data sources to “California–only” data, and assign a common appropriate projection to all data. Second, creation of shapefile representations of CA - UASI areas (federally designated Urban Areas Security Initiative area) allow further clipping to the extent of the UASI areas. UASI areas are reauthorized annually, can change in number and geography, suggesting an automated annual updating of California UASI areas shapefiles is required.  Finally, the largest challenge under consideration is to automate building a series of maps for each UASI area ( 8 areas in 2010 ) 19 maps per UASI would each represent features from one of nineteen CIKR  sectors; together the maps define a UASI based mapbook.    

The required program will serve California and the mission of Cal EMA (California Emergency Management Agency) sub- unit STTAC (State Terrorism Threat Assessment Center).         

Despite difficulties with python’s zipfile module, and the ‘mapbook’ functions within Arcmap, initial programming to support an automated map making process has been accomplished. Authoritative definition of current UASI geography is a required next step. Maturation and future versions of Python and ESRI products will assist completion of this project.
